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Chorusing is most commonly associated with concurrent vocalizations of conspecifics within an identified proximity of mutual influence. The artifacts are identifiable group pattern behavior. In this presentation chorusing is examined from an acoustical response perspective rather than a vocalization behavior. In this context chorusing occurs not only in arthropods, anurans, sciaenids, humans, and some mysticetes, but also in the flight synchronization of birds and shoaling of fishes. 
Sound and song production in many animals is sexually dimorphic inasmuch as the males of most species either exclusively produce sounds, or produce the more complex sounds of the species. As a consequence chorusing is commonly framed under the competitive rubric of advertizing breeding fitness. But chorusing also allows an individual singer to conceal their presence to predators within the sound field of the chorusing group, pointing to a cooperative aspect of chorusing.
Vocal chorusing can be either synchronous (common in many stridulating insects) or asynchronous (common in anurans and fish). Synchronous chorusing is facilitated by neural blanking in the individual, synchronized with their sound, thus the animal does not hear their sound or the sounds of synchronized conspecifics, but does hear sounds outside of their blanking interval and thus out of sync – providing them with a “negative target” with which to sync. As bio-oscillators tend toward synchronization the mechanism that drives asynchronous chorusing to not synchronize has yet to be determined.

The cooperative aspect of chorusing suggests that other strategies may also be present, including collective annunciation of the group fitness, physical extents, and identification of external threats to the chorusing “acoustic community.”
Signal attributes such as phase complex, spatially ambiguous signals, or “triggering sequences” can give cues to the group purposes of chorusing. Auditory systems such as lateral lines of fishes or large cranial fenestra in birds also suggest the input systems of acoustical stimulus that facilitate spatial chorusing. Acoustical interruptions to chorusing cues such as impulse noise or broad-band masking may have un-accounted biological costs to chorusing animals.
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